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Night-Riding Terrorists Beat Disabled Vet, Crippled Farmer and Elderly Negro Woman
Columbus Ku Kluxers Not Known
Several Shots Fired at Fleeing Man


A mob without robes or hoods but believed to be a band of Ku Klux Klansmen and operating in typical KKK fashion, invaded the home of Mrs. Evergreen Flowers, Negro of the Broadway section of Columbus county, two miles west of Chadbourn last Thursday night and administered a severe beating.  She was never told the reason for the assault by the mob of “some 40 to 50 men.”

Sheriff H. Hugh Nance said this week that there was some reason to believe that the mob was part of the Ku Klux Klan group that has been operating in South Carolina.  He said that some witnesses said that license plates on some of the cars looked like Virginia license plates.  He said South Carolina plates are similar and led to the suspicion that perhaps outsiders were involved in the assault. 


Piecing together the details of the raid as best they could this week, the sheriff and his force believed the following to be about what happened:

The victim, her husband, William Flowers, and a ten-year-old daughter were in the house asleep when several cars drove up about 11:30 Thursday night.  They awoke and Flowers saw the mob.  He said that he then rushed to the back room to get his shotgun but found that he had no shells.  He claimed that the mob, all white men, then fired several shots when he ran out the back door to go to his brother’s house for assistance.  


Officers found five empty shells to substantiate this part of the story.


The victim told the officers she was beaten with sticks and a gun and then carried outside to be put in the trunk of a car.  She said that one of the mob remarked “We can’t get him.  Let’s leave her alone.”


The young daughter said her mother was hit in the head with a gun.  The victim exhibited a gash on her head and bruises on the legs as evidence of the beating.

According to Flowers and his wife, there were eight to ten cars in the caravan.  White residents in the section said they saw the automobiles and said they traveled east to Grice.  No one admitted recognizing anyone in the group


Sheriff Nance said today that he had been unable to get identification of any of the raiders thus far but that his force was working on the case and that arrest s would be made if and when the guilty persons were found.


Seven Men Under Arrest in Horry

Sheriff Sasser Threatens to Summon Troops


Moving in traditional fashion, a robed band of night riders, said by law enforcement officers of Horry County to be definite Ku Klux Klansmen, beat and rather seriously injured J.C. Gore and his uncle Sam Gore, both of Horry County.


The younger Gore, 25, is a Purple Heart veteran of world war two who has a silver plate in his head from injuries received in battle.  He is an 80 percent disabled veteran, who has been treated by Army doctors and psychiatrists. 


The elder Gore, 42, a farmer, has been crippled since 1942 as a result of an automobile accident.  His beating was severe and medical treatment has been necessary since his flogging.


Taking the same action that was taken following the Myrtle Beach slaying of Klansman Dan Johnson in the fall, Sheriff Ernest Sasser slapped arrests on seven Horry men charged with taking part in the raid.  All posted $5000 bond.  When arrests were made after the Myrtle Beach case, the grand jury failed to return a true bill of indictment against the Klansmen and turned them loose.


Those under arrest for the most recent incident include: Dr. A.J. Gore, eye specialist; J.C. Creel, a Conway service station operator; Kermit Todd, farmer of Conway; Harvey Johnson, hardware store operator; D. E. Guyton, a driver-salesman for a soft drink company that also employs the younger Gore; Almond Chestnut, farmer; and Jack Causey, a mechanic.


Sheriff Sasser, again making an apparent effort to maintain some law and order, said this week that he was deputizing reliable men in every Horry county precinct to prevent Klan disorder.  However, when questioned in regard to this statement Tuesday by staff members of this newspaper, he refused to name any of them nor would he say how many had been deputized.


His quote on the direct question of “How many men have been deputized?” was “I can’t say.”


“How many do you intend to add?”


“Just as many as it takes to combat the ‘situation’,” the sheriff replied.  “I will appoint special deputies in every precinct.  In some precincts there will be two, in others three, and I might add four or five in others.  I’ll add 100 if it becomes necessary.”


In regard to his statement made earlier in the week that he would if necessary ask Governor James F. Byrnes for troops.  Sasser said that he did not deem the present situation justifiable for taking such action.


Sasser also insinuated that his reluctance to openly name the deputies which he was adding in each precinct was for the purpose of not allowing Klan members to know just whom they might be able to confide in.  His theory apparently was that their unknown identity might better serve the purpose of investigation and the uncovering of more members and participants in the Ku Klux Klan in the county.  


The sheriff expressed absolutely no doubt that the mob was Ku Klux Klansmen.  “There’s no question about it.  They had their robes with them.  A man that I know is a member was in the bunch.”


Meanwhile, Governor Byrnes who avowed before he took office that there would be no place in South Carolina for a Ku Klux Klan, said “We do have a few people who want to take the law into their own hands and regulate the moral habits of others.  If a man violates the law, he would be arrested by local officers.  If they fail to act and a complaint is made to the state law enforcement division, the offender will be arrested.”


Other arrests may be made but the question in the minds of most law-abiding peoples of Horry County this week was: “Will a grand jury be summoned this time and evidence presented to them that will properly punish these terrorists who have given a black eye to the entire section of the state?”

