Tabor City Tribune 6-27-51
Our Rebuttal

Dear Mr. Hamilton:


In your letter of June 21 you have taken exception to a good many statements made in our recent editorial “Breakdown in Government.”  First, let me thank you for your letter and let me take this opportunity to again emphasize that the columns of this newspaper are open to you and everyone alike to voice your opinion.  Though your letter is racked with false charges, you, like I, are entitled to your opinion and entitled to make them known through the sacred freedom of the press.


But by the same token, we can’t sit idly by and let you make vague statements unchallenged.


You make reference to the Newspaper Guild that “is communist to the core.”  Mr. Hamilton, we have never in any way been associated with the Newspaper Guild.  I dare say that there aren’t a half dozen newspaper men and women in North or South Carolina that has ever been connected with it or for that matter even knows what it does, who its officers are or why it even exists.  If it is a red organization, you can rest assured it has never had any following by Carolinas newspapers, large or small, and it never will.  You have snapped up an opportunity to hit at the newspapers because some practically unknown and obscure organization has red affiliations.  To me, this seems only natural for you to do because practically all newspapers, everywhere, North and South, East and West, oppose your organization openly.  We have yet to read one item in any newspaper that complimented your KKKs.  Do you honestly feel that all the newspapers are wrong and that you stand on an exalted pedestal as an example of the right?

You even take exception to being called “un-American.”  If such incidents as the Myrtle Beach episode is American, we have drifted a long way.  Only Al Capone and some other big time gangsters practiced “Americanism” in this way.  In the early pioneer days, the Indians did make raids on settlers’ homes and perhaps practiced this form of “Americanism.”  Now to say that your Myrtle Beach raid had only peaceable intentions, is causing some stretching of the imagination.  Your cohorts were armed to the teeth as evidenced by the severe shooting that took place at Myrtle Beach.  There are not many peaceable motorcades that find it necessary to carry fire arms.

You say that you thank God for belonging to an organization that believes in keeping the race of men PURE and SPOTLESS.  Mr. Hamilton, Hitler also believed that theory and took drastic steps to eradicate thousands of Jews.


As for the Masonic order being secret, there’s no denial.  But not as to membership.  We have never known one to be afraid to wear his pen or his ring.  We haven’t heard of any shooting escapades attributed to them or any arrests for concerted action by the organization.  To compare them is ridiculous.

Mr. Hamilton, your most contradictory statement is the one in which you say “the Klan does not advocate or preach a doctrine of fear but instead we have people outside the Klan who fear the Klan because they are doing un-moral and illegal, nasty, unchristian things and are afraid someone will get after them.”  If you and your organization do not make raids on these people for illegal and unchristian conduct, why should they have any fear?  Why should they thing some one is going to “get after them.”  No, Mr. Hamilton, I’m sure the statement still stands that the organization, like the Soviet secret police and the German Gestapo, is one which seeks to curb freedom of action through fear.

Your statement regarding the digging into local and State governments and exposing those men who are using their offices for greed and perversion is a noteworthy one.  We have long advocated a greater participation in voting by the general public and it should be every individual’s duty to study his elected officers and vote for those men who seek to keep America free.  Not just the KKK, but all better Americans believe in that.  We have no argument there.

Here and elsewhere you have indicated that you believed newspapers were controlled.  Mr. Hamilton, there may be some big ----- somewhere that are.  That most certainly does not apply to the little ones like us.  These columns are just as free and just as open as you are when you mount the rostrum to make a speech.

In speeches, in your letter and at other times, you have made reference to Jesus Christ and referred to the Bible.  You have this time recommended Him to me.  Mr. Hamilton, I do not deny I need more of Him even though presently I am a church member and Sunday school teacher.  But it stymies me to understand how you and your organization can profess to be followers of the Bible.  We have yet to find one minister of high repute who advocates the principles of the KKK.  Suppose the great Biblical missionary Paul had preached only to his Jewish brethren?  You a Gentile, Mr. Hamilton would have never got the word.  No, Jesus Christ was not for one people alone.  He was, in all his humility, for All the peoples everywhere.

Only one other statement.  When you summed up in your mind that we advocate the downfall of this great land of ours, you did some mighty false summation.  During my life time thus far this is the first such clumsy charge.  We challenge you, Mr. Hamilton, to find us three people in Tabor City who are acquainted with the newspaper, who are civic workers and active church workers who will bear out your belief.  Just three people who will say so among the people who know us best.  On the contrary, we have always advocated a better and stronger America and the perpetuation of our Democracy as founded.  There’s nothing we despise more than communism, left wingers and organizations seeking to breakdown law, order and government.










Yours very truly,











W. Horace Carter

